o

. earlier period of English history who

> ab

tage News

ard (Bormrent on the

SUNDAY, OCTOBER §,

1922,

a

Dramas of Paris Triangles
| Alien to New York Taste

"La Tendresse’ Recalls Many Attempts of Late Charles |
; 'Frohman to ‘Educate’ Americans to French

Stage Standards.

By LAWRENCE REAMER.

HEN Henry Miller referred to the late Charles Frohman in hils
OV curtain speech on the stage of the Empire Theater after the
gecond act of “La Tendresse" last week It was the second re-

minder of the Empire Theater's former manager which had come to the
mind of many spectators. How often had they witnessed on that stage
and others under the control of the former impresario many such plays
from the French! How much of his time and how many thousands of
dollars he must have wasted In the effort to make the taste of New York |
{dentical with that of Parise. Whether it were Batallle, Kistemaeckers,
Bernsteln, Nicodemi, Waber, Wolff or any of the contemporaneous French
dramatists of his day the result was the same. The New Yoik publle |
could never acquire an appetite for studies of a life so alien to its own |
sympathies. I
Perhaps that i{s not to be wondered at. Public taste is not easy to |
direct, It usually follows its own course. The wonder is that American
dramatists never took the trouble to study these authors and apply to
our own conditions their searching and poignant studies of men and
women. ; |
It is of course true that American soclety in the broadest sense 1s|
not preoccupled with various arrangements of the triangle. But it has
its interests of the heart. Here men and women love, suffer, marry and
part just as surely as they do in any other country. How creditable
would it be to the art of the American playwright if such a piece as
“La Tendresse,” so subtle, so truthful—to other conditions than our own
to be sure—and so penetrating in its analysis should be written ahout [
our own life. i
Foreigners who study us find the complex American character more |
emotional than any other in the world, led by its feelings rathergthan its i
thoughts, sensitive and spontaneous, quick to act and slow to reflect.
Such a people is bound to provide the most grateful material for the play-
wright. Whatever else they may be Americans are not cold. There Ia1
olenty of inspiration for the American playwright in their romantic
adventures. It appears to be settled that the theatergoing public of this !
country refuses to concern itself deeply about the social complications
of the French or their sentimental problems, Maybe that declgion i{s not
fmportant. But it is most deplorable that our playwrights refuse to study |

the methods of the best of thes

Frenchmen. |

]

The Unresolved Chord. |
Galsworthy Is rearly always in his
dramatic expression more or less In-
conclusive. “Loyalties” is clear enough
in most of its phases, but there is the
suggestlon of uncertainty in the clos-
ing phrases of the last act which It
might require almost a new play to
clear up. When the young officer has
shot himself the character that Mr.

]

Galsworthy has labeled "a society
girl” says, "Keep falth! Wehe all
done that. It's not enough' Some-

thing more than lovalties are evidently
necessary In thé opinion of the author |
to clear up such tragedies as the play |
presents, 1s it brotherly love or sym-
pathy, or abolition of all class or
racial feeling? The playwright ends
his theme on an unresolved chord.
Yet in other respects the fine play
at the Galety ls uncommonly clear.
Even the theft by the captain in such
urgent need of money is logical
enough. He robs the Jew who has
made so much by the sile of his horse,
which he bought for almost nothing.
In that act he {s fulfilling what he
regards as the loyalty he owes to the
young wife who would be shocked by
the knowledge that an Italian girl was |
demanding damages from him.
The eminently sane host in ' the| i
country house, the survival from an |

presides nt the bridge table as Lord
8t. Erth, and the barrister—all these
seam uncommonly natural figures In
the development of the story, which
gives no appearance of concerning
itself with o thesis except In the case
of the young Jew, who is battling for
his rights against an enemy which
has, in his eyes, taken on the propor-
tions of & windmill darkening every
air he breathes by Its comprehensive
flights,

He Iz not struggling to hold on to
his loyalties only against the house |
party at Meldon Court. He sees the
fight against him, or rather his race,
in the clubs which do not happen to
want him, In the soclety which tol-
erates him for his money and in every
contact with life that does not in-|
wvolve his own race. Only in this case
does the author seem to turn from
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the direciness of his story to empha-
mlze a theory.

Thia particular character must be
firmly underlined. Every “t" must be
croased twice, every “I" doubly dotted.
Otherwiss “Loyalties” Is allowed to
proceed logically to itm end. BSome-
times It meems an if the author had
cut a lttle too close to the hone., He
might have been a little expansive In
character and humor without dafage |
to the humanity of his play. Emo-
tlons ara all kept on a minor key. |
Can even this slight fault keep the
drama from seeming the best the Eng-
iish theater has sent here In years? |
]

Tt was always impossible for Mmi
Wiska to look like Tess, although her |
success in the role formed the corner- |
stone of her fame. Maybe there Is an
argument hers Against the famous
theory of types of which so much a|||
heard. Mies Ethel Barrymore .o the |
other hand is the »:ysical I.Ilf,‘m‘l'lntlnnl
of Hauptmann's herolne. She Is the |
blond Silesian peasant girl, slow 11-|1
Ealt and utterance, graceful only In|
her strength and youth, and finally
moving with the heavy tread that used
1o ba g0 admired for its significance
of her physical econdition when San-
tursae way neted by Eleonorn Duse or
gma Calve. Miss Barrymore looks

pisant girl to the lfe,

And the nctress's reflection of her
svisntal states”™ The revelation of her
iova for the human and more or lesa
pagnn Framm s revealed with the
mont exquisita delicacy. Sha tells in
her half mtolen glances, In the smile
that playas over her faes llke spring
wunshine, In the suggestion of a
beatific contentment which looks out
of her syss at the magistrate by her'

—_—
slde on the qulet Bunday morning !n?
summer how deeply s the girl en-
meshed in this happy passion. Her
outbreak In the second anct agninst her
accuser ls & thrilling Inecldent of her |

| tragedy.

The scena with the wife of the man
she loves is another chapter In the|
history of this peasant love which Miss
Barrymore reveals with elogquent clar-
ity. But are all the emotions of Rose
in the later scenes of the tragedy com- |
prehensible to the fudeesos? I

Indeed, Hauptmann hardly made
them so. The gir! Is overwhelmed by
a fate that is too complieated for
her. After she has been brought Into
the maclstrom of the slander sult and |
¥ed while her friends told the truth,
the clouds seem to descend on her.
SBhe struggies Inarticulately.

Miss Barrymore s, however, quite
as expressive as the dramatist allows
her to be. “The name ‘lonely people,” "™ |
writes Manfred George Iin The Frre-l
man, “la not merely an empty dis-|
tinetion glven to Voekerat and Anna
Mahr, It Ia the nobla brand gleaming
on the brows of all Hauptmann char-
acters whom some unknown, gigantic
hand has stricken Aumb; thelr hearts
blead In sllence and a deadly apathy
renders them powerless to act.” |

It may be the deadly apathy that
strilkes Rose aftor the trial kas begun, |
Surely shea s Inexpressive enough.
The fault Is not Miss Barrymore's,
Bhe is greatest when the author malces |
her actlons comprehensible as the re-
sult of her emotions. The three epl-
sndtes mentioned therefors mark the

ellmux of her achlevement In the sur- |,
paseing representation at the Long-|
acre Theater. !
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First Night Calendar. A

MONDAY.
GARRICK—Tha Theater Gulld will
open {ts fifth season with “R.
U. R.,"” a fantastic melodrama by
Karel Capek, Cgecho-Slovak dram-
atist. “R, U, R." is the original
| title of the play and stands for
| “Rossum's Universal Robots"
| hest  translated as  “"Knowall's
Unlversal Hands” Robots are
mechanical meg Invented to do
the worl of the world and Ros-
sum's i{s the fnctory that makes
them, The transiation is by Paul
Belver, an Engllahman attached
to the Czecho-Blovak Legation of
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BAYES /0 "QUEEN O London, Phillp Moeller and Miss

HEARTS" GEORGE M Agnea Morgan directed the pro-

COHAN THEATER | duction. Costumea and scenery

v | are by Lee Bimonson. In the cast

~ | are Basll Sydney, Miss Kathleen
|

“MIISS OLIVE TELL
in "WHISPERING WIRES”
4OT™ STREET THEATER

‘Gimme a Thrill,” C'omedy

Revue at the Central

THa woak's off at the Central
Thoeater will be J h M. Galtes's mu-
pleal comedy revue *C « o Threill,”
Mr. Galtea's unit bring wdeviile

many plavers of musienl o , AMONE
them the Gardiner Trio, who danced
their way through Amearica in the last
four years as members of the "Take
It from Me'" company. Fellola Sorel
and Senia Gluck are also presented, in
addition to Gens Barnes, a comedinn,
who offera a skit "A Pressing Engage-
ment,”" Others are Byron and Langdon
in "The Dude Detective,” the Tip Top
Four, late of Mitsl's “"Lady Billy,"” and
Nanie and Da Fays, with thelr taiking
dog. The book and lyrien of "Gimma a

| Thrill” ara by Wil B. Johnstons, and
| Tom Johnstons I8 reaponsibla for the

musla. A special event s the sngagn-
ment of two clhimpansees, Max and
Morits, who will make their first bow
to the Amerioan publle over the Central'y

footlighta

|| *Merton of the Movies,”

| | nelly have made out of Harry Leon Wil- |

MacDonell, Henry Travers, Moffat

h 5 | Johnsaton, Louls Calvert
Attractions for Week || joooaton: Louls Calvert and Miss

| |
| At Brooklyn Theaters TUESDAY.

—rne CENTURY ROOF—Morris Gest will
present the third program of
Nikita Balieff's “Chauve BSouris"
with » completa change of bill.

GRORGE M, COHAN—Miss Nora
Bayes presonted by Max Splegel
In n new musieal play, “Queen
o' Tlearts.” Boak by Frank
Mandel, lvrles by Osoar Ham-
mersteln 2d, with additional lyrics
by Bydney Mitchell. Lewis Gens-
ler and Dudlay Wilkinson wrote
the muesic. The cast includes Miss
Edna Hibbard, Florence Morrison
and Noffna Terrls, Arthur Uttry
and Franker Woods,

BROADHURST—Max Marein and

the comedy
that Qeorge 8. Kaufman and Mare Con-

son's humorous story, will be given Ita
| fient presentation on the stage at Iho|
Montauk Theater to-morrow night, Glen
Hunter will play the title role, that of
the small town general store clark who
goes to Hollywood and becomes a great
movie star, Mssisted by a wise little girl
lio meets on one of the “lots," and ‘.F‘Inr-i
once Nash will be the girl—"the Monta- |
gue girl," as she la known., There are
|lh|rly-twn speaking parts In the play,
and among thoss In tha company are |
Romaline Callender, J, X. Murray, Gladys | Frederick Btanhope will present
Feldman, Bdwin Maxwell, Joahn Webster | M“’“’m‘?" Hoff'sa London eomedy
and Lynn Pratt, George C. Tyler andl m?;lc:a::‘;}“m;::;ﬁ" The
Hugh Ford are making the production Fiora Shemeld, o{?&n . I-'t:.t' Mins
and Mr, Ford In himself staging It ‘ - po and

George Thorpe.

“Bpice of 1022, recontly at @ Now |\ =
York Winter Garden, will bagi™ 1 wook's
ongagoment at the Maloatle " ioator to. | DOPP# And Nelson, Sam Hearn and
morrow w";g‘d'. Thin spc-tnale of Nitsa Vernille,
mirth and melody s sponsorad by Arman |  Molntyre and Heath will appear at
Kalle, and In In two acte and thirpy<twa '
moenem It waas written by Jack Lalt and 1'!':3;1‘! ’..'::an Th..:.". the coming
staged by Allan X, Fostor, Valesks Wo0¢ 10 d Tepper" together with

many of the cam who supported them

Huratt heads the cast, with Nan Hal. |
perin and Cleorgle Price alao fentured, | when this extravaganan was first pre-
wented (n Manhaténn,

| Other principals Incinds Midgie Miller,

ey
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! Sonnera,” by M. Bachelet; “Le Hulla.”

Paris Anticipates
a Gala Season in
Opera and Drama

All the Noted Stars of the
French Stage Are
Enguged.
smeigli———

Special Correspondemcs to Tmm Nww Yonx
HzmaLo.

Sl o
UDGING from the programs al-
ready known In many of the im-
portant Parls theaters the season
about to begin promises to be a gala
one.

All famous actors and actresses of
which France boasts are to appear at
some tlmo or other during the winter.
Practically every artist who at some
time or other has registered a big
success elther at ths Opera or Opera
Comique will be seen ot these houses.

Undoubtedly the most elaborate pro-
gram put together is that of the Opera
Comique, where several new plays are
to be shown. Revivals will ba repro-
duced with the creating cast—as near
as possible—~present., Favorites of
Paris theatrical fans are going to have

a busy season judging by the work
outlined for them. Mile. Marthe

Chenal, Mlle. Breval, Yvonne Gall, |
Marguerite Carre will both revive and |
create new roles, and with such stars |
appearing the management may well
look forward to a bright season.
Among the now plays to be shown at
the Opera Comlque are “Quand la Cloche

by M. Mareel Bamuel-Rousseau, and
“La Nausles,” by Reynaldo Hahn. Mlle.
Davelll will have the principal role in
the latter, “Aphrodite” is to enjoy &
long but intermittent run with Mlle.
Yvonne Gall in the title role.

Puccinl's New Opera Bouffe.

A new opera bouffe by Puccinl and
-23sald to be extremely funny—"Glanni
Schichi"—is still another of the naw
plays to be shown, New muslo will also
be heard for the corps de ballet of the
Opera. Comique. Most of the composi-
tions obtalned prizes at the Paris Con-
servatolre and it is expected that the
composers themselves will direct the
music when played.

While the Comedie Francalse has not
yet announced Ita winter program, It Is
understood that one of the fArst new
plays to see the footlights will be “la
Chevalier de Colomb" or the "Knight
of Columbus.” Mlla, Ventura and M.
Charles Le Bargy will have the princlpal
roles while the latter will aleo act as
stage manager,

At the Renalssance, where Mme. Cora
Laparcerie (s to resume actlve manage-
ment very shortly, the season will begin
with a revival of "La Danseuse Rouge,"
the play that caused #o0 much comment
last year, many consldering it as an
apology for the crimes of the former
well known spy Mata Harl.

Cora Lapercerie plays the chlef role
and the plot deplets a woman who s
arrested on n false charge of espionage
ard shot by six woldlers wearlag blue
horizon eolored uniforms. Later Mile.
Lapercerie will produce & new play by
her father-in-law, Jean Richepin of the
French Academy, to be known as "Les
Chercosura 4'0r" (the Gold Seekere).
The play, =ald to be full of adventure,
will have a cast of aixty people with four
star roles, ona of them to be taken by
Mile, Lapercerie. After that will eome
“La Vagabonde” a four act play by
Mme. Colette, well known here as a
woman Journalist, In collaboration with
M. Leopold Marchand,

Revivals in Small Theaters,

Bmaller theaters appear contented
with the revivals they have declded to
thow, Typloal of this Is the Theatre
Dejazet whers “Cherl do eson Con-
clerge™ (His Janitor's Darling) is en-
Joylng crowded houses every night. The
play Is alightly on the light side, a bed
appoaring In the third act on which
“accldentally” three persons meet and
exchange somewhat suggestive phrases,

At the Theatrs Antolne huge crowds
gather to ses "“Mam'zslls Nitouche™
played again. Tho prestige of military
uniforms on the stage at least atill has
a strong grasp on French minds, Prac-
tleally every one In tha play wears a
uniform and Mile. Edmes Favert la sald
to be exceedingly clever in her role as
the regiment'a darling.

At the Theatre Mogador, buflt with the
ald of Amerlean money, for Frank J,
Gould was In the beginning the prin-
clpal shareholder, the winter program
has not yet been declded upon opn ac-
count of the wast transformations which
are to be made in the theater, Already
considered one of tha most beautiful
establishmants in the elty, the manage-
ment of the or contemplates add-
Ing further comfort for Ita patrons,

The bar is to be done away with and
In ita stead & small stage Is to be
erectad, where, after the show proper,
ons and two act pleces will bs shown
to the publio sitting around lttle tables

and at the sams time taking supper. The
Centinned on Page Fourtesn,

Where the Greatest
Blazed Trail Sporting Goodd
Crosses Store
the Boulevard in the World

O

Madison Avenue and Forty-fifth Street

Frosty Morns and

Russet Sunsets
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CTOBER garbed in her sporting colors—

- every bridle path a picture—every motor

road an invitation—is it to be wondered

that women'’s thoughts fly to tans and heathers,
trim riding habits and tweeds?

Abercrombie & Fitch riding clothes, for women
as well as men, typify. the spirit and activity of
these first Fall days—the whole store is at its
thoroughbred best.

Habits, riding topcoats, Maxwell boots and
spurs—all the accessories that London affords
and New York demands.

\

Topcoats and Tailored Suits for
Street, Motor and Football Game

Abercrombie & Fitch outfits for women, from hat to boots which
have established a distinct place for themselves in America and

Europe. Z
'AILOR-MADE SUITS
with or without detach-
able fur collars—practical
as they are smart, with
skirts amply wide for walk-
ing—for town and travel,
country and street. o,

SHETLANDS. home-
spuns, district checks,

Scotch Tweeds, Donegals

—mannish worsteds,

erts and gabardines

choice without limit,

OATS that
C with the soft felt hats

—of mannish h
Irishy

cheviots, Tweeds
plaids.
DETACHABL'Eﬁxr
lars of raccoon
Australian opossu
which add to the spo
appearance of these coa

HARRIS TWEED coats, in tan, blue, brown and dark hutheq
mixtures—and the more-popular-than-ever camel’s hair and
English fleece coats, incredibly light of Aveight, yet offering ample’
protection. "

Sturdy Separate Skirts and Man-type

- Sweaters

SEPARATE skirts of substan-
tial Tweeds, to wear with the %
new man-type sweaters, of Shet-
land wool with
Fair Isle trim-

ming.
'I‘HREE. PIECE

sport dresses,
with cape or coat
—the extreme of
simple smartness.

HOSIERY of wool and

heavy silk—hats and
shoes for every costume—
shirts and haberdashery—
and a collection of sweaters
unequalled in the world.

KNOCKABOUT capes,
reversible Tweed fur-

lined coats, London- t“! ‘

made coats, rain- 0 =

coats, leather motor
coats of latest model.
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Write far Booklet Showing Women's Fall and Winter Clothes fov
the Out-o’-Doors

Abercrombie & Fitch Co-

Ezra H. Fitch, President
Madison Avenue and Forty-fifth Street
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